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Introducing a Habitat Family

In 2005 Nigel and Cassandra Mackenzie, originally 

from Saint Mary’s parish in Jamaica took a leap of 

faith to start a new life, one of hope and promise for 

a better future for their children. Shortly after arriving 

in the United States they connected with extended 

IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�LQ�)DLUÀHOG�DQG�GHFLGHG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�
where they would create a new home and become 

an active part of the community.

Late in 2008, on the advice of his manager and 

owner of J Ramirez Towing, Nigel applied to become 

D�TXDOLÀHG�61+I+�KRPHRZQHU��)RU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�
\HDUV��1LJHO�KDV�EHHQ�DWWHQGLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�FODVVHV��
working full time, studying for his GED and putting in 

VZHDW�HTXLW\�KRXUV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RWKHU�+DELWDW�SURMHFWV��
6ORZO\�EXW�VXUHO\�1LJHO�PDNHV�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURJUHVV�
toward obtaining the American Dream. 

The Mackenzies have three children: son Rockeish, 

daughter Chevelle and son Nixon. Each child is  

academically focused and dedicated to their hard 

working parents who have given up so much to make 

sure they have a solid foundation in life.  

´+DELWDWҋV�SURJUDP�KDV�KHOSHG�PH�VKRZ�P\�NLGV�WKDW�
with determination, a good education and support of 

a community you can accomplish your goals,“ says 

Nigel. ”Anything can be done when there is support 

and hope.” +

�����)XOWRQ�'ULYH��6XLWH�5��)DLUÀHOG��&$������

�����������������ZZZ�VRODQRQDSDKDELWDW�RUJ

Habitat Corner

TKH�VWDUW�RI�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WZR�KRPHV�LQ�)DLUÀHOG��
came much closer with charitable donations from 

3*	(�DQG�$QKHXVHU�%XVFK��//&��,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�
+DELWDWҋV�JRDO�RI�EXLOGLQJ�JUHHQ��VXVWDLQDEOH�KRPHV��
3*	(�DZDUGHG�6RODQR�1DSD�+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQLW\�
�61+I+����������IRU�VRODU�SDQHOV�IRU�ERWK�KRPHV��
7KH�EXLOG�VLWH��NQRZQ�DV�+DELWDW�&RUQHU��LV�ORFDWHG�DW�
the corner of Acacia and Clay streets.

$QKHXVHU�%XVFK�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LWV�FRPPXQLW\�VSLULW�
ZLWK�D�JHQHURXV�GRQDWLRQ�RI����������'XULQJ� 
GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�VWDII��ORFDO�+DELWDW�RIÀFLDOV�OHDUQHG�
RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\ҋV�FRUSRUDWH�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�+DELWDW�
and improving housing for low income families. “We’re 

SURXG�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�+DELWDW�WR�KHOS�RXU�QHLJKERUV�LQ�
need,” stated Plant Manager, Kevin Finger.

61+I+�3UHVLGHQW�5RGG\�)HOGPDQ�DGGHG��´$QKHXVHU�
%XVFK�DQG�3*	(�DUH�JUHDW�SDUWQHUV�RQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�
and we appreciate their philanthropic belief in giving 

back to the community for such a worthy cause. With 

WKHVH�FRQWULEXWLRQV��61+I+�KDV�UDLVHG�RYHU�KDOI�WKH�
amount needed for construction.”  

,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�HIIRUW��
FDOO����������������RU�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�� 
www.solanonapahabitat.org and click on Donate. 

+HOS�XV�EXLOG�KRPHV�IRU�WZR�GHVHUYLQJ�IDPLOLHV��+
Mission Statement: We bring people together to build 

decent, affordable homes and empower families 

through home ownership. 

Your Support 
Makes a Difference

�������������
www.solanonapahabitat.org 5130 Fulton Dr., Suite R

Fairfield, CA 94534

L-R: Roddy Feldman, President SNHfH, Diane Agnone, 

SNHfH Executive Director, Kevin Finger, Anheuser-Busch 

Plant Manager, Sadonna Cody, Board Member and Ann 

Cousineau, Board Member.



A Message From Our President  
Roddy Feldman

There were no dog 

days of summer this 

\HDU�IRU�+DELWDW� 
volunteers! They were 

EXV\�RQ�SURMHFWV�LQ�1DSD�
and Solano counties. As 

we move into the fall, 

our focus is on raising 

the remaining funding for 

+DELWDW�&RUQHU�ZKLFK�LV�
highlighted in this  

newsletter. Of the needed 

���������VLWH�DQG� 
construction costs, we 

were blessed when Kevin 

Finger, Plant Manager at 

$QKHXVHU�%XVFK�VWHSSHG�
forward with a generous 

contribution that has 

brought us much closer 

to starting construction on 

these two homes. While 

we still haven’t quite 

raised enough to begin 
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A 
leaky roof and a 

crumbling foundation 

were turning an historic 

Napa home into a  

deteriorating disaster 

for Jorge and Antoinette 

Molina. The Molina family 

has lived in the Laurel 

Street home for over 20 

\HDUV�DQG�UDLVHG�ÀYH�FKLO�
GUHQ�WKHUH��+RZHYHU��WKH�
family fell on hard times 

ZKHQ�-RUJH�ORVW�KLV�MRE�
and Antoinette became 

disabled. There was no 

money for repairs so the 

couple placed buckets 

throughout the house to 

catch the water.

6RODQR�1DSD�+DELWDW�IRU�
+XPDQLW\�KHDUG�DERXW�WKH�
family’s plight, saw the 

structure and decided to 

WDNH�RQ�WKH�SURMHFW� 
XVLQJ�D���������JUDQW�
IURP�%DQN�RI�$PHULFD��
Fixing the roof and the 

foundation were the 

most pressing problems. 

%HFDXVH�WKH�IDPLO\�KDG�
stored so much in their 

basement, volunteers 

organized a huge garage 

sale that netted over 

�������WR�KHOS�SD\�IRU�D�
wheelchair lift for  

that construction, the  

company’s support of 

+DELWDW�DQG�WKH� 
community emphasizes 

what great work can  

happen with such  

SDUWQHUVKLSV��,Q�1DSD��WKH�
Gasser Foundation has 

SURYLGHG�D���������JUDQW�
for a second year for our 

1HZ�%HJLQQLQJV�ZRUN�
that focuses on repairs 

WR�KRXVHV�IRU�ORZ�LQFRPH�
seniors and disabled so 

they can stay in their own 

homes. 

,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�YROXQ�
WHHU�RU�GRQDWH�WR�+DELWDW�
&RUQHU�RU�WR�RXU�DIÀOLDWH�
in general, please contact 

RXU�RIÀFH�DW����������RU�
visit our website at  

www.solanonapahabitat.org.

Car Donations
Do you have an old car, truck, van, trailer, RV or 

boat you want to unload? Why not donate it to  

6RODQR�1DSD�+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQLW\"�<RXU�GRQDWHG� 
YHKLFOH�ZLOO�KHOS�XV�ÀQLVK�WKH�KRPHV�RQ�+DELWDW�&RUQHU��

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FDOO����������������WROO�IUHH� 
or visit www.carsforhomes.org

Create more space in your driveway and  
support your community!

$QWRLQHWWH��,Q�-XQH��WKH�
home was raised to  

prepare for the new  

foundation. The old  

foundation was removed 

and a new one poured. 

The roof was replaced. 

6RODQR�1DSD�+DELWDW�
plans to restore the front 

stairs and porch railing 

to their original style and 

location.

There are still more 

repairs to be made but in 

the end the home will be 

stable on a new foundation, 

water tight and appear 

DV�LW�GLG�LQ�������)RU�WKH�
Molina family, partnering 

ZLWK�+DELWDW�KDV�SURYLGHG�
them with a decent,  

livable home. +

Historic Home Renovation in Napa


